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   Born:  Dec. 1, 1967, Atlanta 
              (Daughter of Harold and Donna Baldwin)
   Brothers and Sisters: Brian, Janet (deceased) and 
                                        Kristi
   Hometown:  Smyrna, Ga. 
   Current Residence: Marietta, Ga.
   Husband:  Matthew Tener
   Children:  Luke, 6, and Samantha, 5.
 
   Education: 

   • Wills High (merged with Campbell), 1985; 
   • University of Georgia, 1991 (B.S. education);
   • University of Georgia, 1997 (master’s in education)
 
   Playing Career: 

   • Class 4A Georgia Player of Year, 1985
   • Kennesaw State, 1985-86 and 86-87, All-District 
      and All-Conference
   • University of Georgia, 1988-89 and 1989-90, team
     captain as senior

The Baldwin-Tener File

Sharon Baldwin-Tener has known how to win as 
both a collegiate player and collegiate coach. She 
was named GSU’s head coach in April of 2010.

In her first season, GSU continued to improve as the 
season went along, defeating the team in the CAA 
Championship that had beaten them by 24 points in 
the first CAA of her tenure.The team had the first 
three-game win streak in their short CAA history 
during a stretch in February, while also defeating two 
CAA teams who had been ranked in the Mid-Major 
Top 25 poll, 

In her first year at GSU, she had an All-CAA player 

(Chan Harris), an All-CAA rookie (Kendra Long) 
and the CAA Scholar-Athlete of the Year (Cody 
Paulk).

She picked up her 200th career win as a head coach 
on Dec. 29 vs. Mississippi Valley State (91-65) and 
guided GSU to the 500th all-time win in school his-
tory on Jan. 9 in a win over Hofstra (84-70).

On defense in 2010-11, the Panthers led the CAA in 
blocked shots, were third in field goal defense and 
fourth in steals and rebound margin in the 12-team 
league.

HEAD COACH BALDWIN-TENER
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HEAD COACH BALDWIN-TENER

   As an Assistant Coach
   SEASON  SCHOOL   RECORD PCT.   POSTSEASON
   1991-92  Georgia (Asst.)   19-11   .633   SEC Tournament Finals
   1992-93 Georgia (Asst.)   21-13   .612   SEC Tournament Finals (NCAA)
   1993-94  Georgia (Asst.)   17-11   .607
   1994-95  Georgia (Asst.)   28-5   .848   NCAA Final Four, No. 4 ranked
   1995-96  Georgia (Asst.)   28-5   .848   SEC Champion/NCAA Title Game, No. 2 ranked    
   1996-97  Georgia (Asst.)   25-6   .807   SEC Champion/NCAA Elite Eight, No. 6 ranked
   1997-98  Georgia (Asst.)   17-11   .607   NCAA Appearance

   As a Head Coach
   1998-99  Life - Established New Program
   1999-2000  Life    22-11   .667   NAIA Sweet Sixteen
   2000-01  Life    31-3   .912   NAIA Elite Eight, No. 1 ranked in NAIA 
   2001-02  Mercer    16-13   .552   Atlantic Sun Tournament Semifinals
   2002-03  East Carolina   12-16   .429   C-USA Tournament
   2003-04  East Carolina   14-14   .500   C-USA Tournament
   2004-05  East Carolina   10-18   .357   C-USA Tournament
   2005-06  East Carolina   17-12   .586   C-USA Tournament
   2006-07  East Carolina   19-14   .576   C-USA Tournament Champion (NCAA)
   2007-08  East Carolina   13-17   .433   C-USA Tournament
   2008-09  East Carolina   18-13   .581   C-USA Tournament
   2009-10  East Carolina   23-11   .677  C-USA Tournament (WNIT, Second Round)
   2010-11 Georgia State  12-19   .387  CAA Tournament second round
    12 Years  207-161  .563

In eight years, she turned the East Carolina women’s 
basketball program around, winning 126 games, while 
earning postseason bids to the NCAA and WNIT tour-
naments. The Lady Pirates of ECU won the C-USA 
Tournament in 2007. 

Atlanta is a homecoming for Baldwin-Tener as she 
played her prep ball in Smyrna and her college ball at 
both Kennesaw State and the University of Georgia. 
She was an assistant coach at Georgia and a head coach 
at Life University in Marietta.

In 2009-10, her 23-11 ECU team was No. 37 in the 
NCAA in scoring, while ranking No. 12 in three-point 
FG percentage, No. 14 in overall FG percentage, No. 19 
in assists and No. 42 in rebound margin among the 345 
Division I colleges and universities.

Those eight years at ECU followed her 2001-02 season 

as the Atlantic Sun Conference Coach 
of the Year honor in her only season at 
Mercer University in Macon. 

She first gained notice as the NAIA Na-
tional Coach of the Year at Life Univer-
sity, where she began that program with 
a final No. 7 ranking in its first year and 
produced a team ranked No.1 in the na-
tional polls in her second season (2001).

In 12 years as a head coach, Baldwin-
Tener, 43, has a 207-161 overall record. 
Her 126 wins at ECU are a school 
record.

Her assistant coaching career was high-
lighted by being named the Naismith 
National Assistant Coach of the Year 
(1997) while she was in her seventh and 
final year at the University of Georgia 
under head coach Andy Landers. With 
her recruiting help, the Bulldogs advanced to the 
NCAA Championship game in 1996 with a final No. 
2 ranking, as well as a No. 4 ranking in 1995 and 
a No. 6 ranking in 1997. Georgia’s 1993 recruiting 
class was ranked No. 1 in the country 
and the 1997 class was No. 2. Her 
recruits included All-Ameri-
cans Rachel Powell, Kedra 
Holland-Corn, as well as 
the WNBA-bound twins, 
Coco and Kelly Miller 
(now with the Atlanta 
Dream). 

As a collegiate player, 
Baldwin played her 
first two seasons 
near her home at 
Kennesaw State as 
an all-conference 
player with 831 
points in two 

years. 

As a student, she transferred to the University of 
Georgia for her final two seasons under Coach 
Landers and was a starting guard and team captain 
her senior campaign on the 25-5 Bulldogs team that 

finished No. 7, with five wins over Top 20 teams, 
including a nationally televised win over No. 3 

Tennessee. Baldwin led the team in free throw 
percentage (79%). As a junior, her team was 
23-7 and No. 10 in the final AP poll.

Baldwin-Tener arrived at East Carolina Uni-
versity in 2002 with solid credentials and the 

reputation of a program-builder. When she ar-
rived at ECU, they were coming off a 6-21 season 

in 2001-02. In her eight years with the Lady 
Pirate program, she exceeded expectations. 
Given the task of resurrecting a program 
that had 18 winning seasons in its first 23 
years from 1969-1992, she quickly left her 
mark and molded ECU into a championship 
contender.

HEAD COACH BALDWIN-TENER
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What Baldwin-Tener did since 
she accepted the ECU position 
was clear not only in the commu-
nity, but also around the country. 
The squad’s RPI rating improved 
nearly 150 spots and attendance 
quadrupled. In 2009-10, her 
team finished No. 83 among the 
345 Division I colleges in the 
RPI ranking system used by the 
NCAA. 

In 2008-09, East Carolina led 
Conference USA in attendance, 
drawing an average of 1,602 fans 
per contest and upped that with 
1,935 in 2009-10. 

Baldwin-Tener’s building process really showed in 
2007 as East Carolina accomplished another first – 
their first-ever Conference USA Tournament title. 
For the first time since 1982, the Lady Pirates were 

represented in the NCAA Tournament field of 64. 
After sending home SMU in the C-USA quarterfinals 
and edging UAB in the semifinals, the Lady Pirates 
beat Rice to win the championship game.

Prior to her appointment at East Carolina, Baldwin-
Tener served one sea-
son as head coach at 
Mercer University in 
Macon, Ga. She took 
over a program that 
won only six games a 
season prior and led 
the Bears to a 16-13 
record and berth in 
the semifinals of the 
Atlantic Sun Tourna-
ment. The 10-game 
improvement rep-
resented one of the 
biggest turnarounds 
in Division I that 
season. 

Baldwin-Tener’s 
aforementioned 
penchant for be-

HEAD COACH BALDWIN-TENER
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ing a program-maker rang true in the three years 
she spent at Life University. She literally built the 
program from the ground as the NAIA affiliated 
University did not sponsor women’s basketball 
until her arrival. In two seasons of competition, the 
Lady Eagles compiled a stellar record of 53-14. In 
the program’s first season (1999-2000), Baldwin-
Tener led Life to a 22-11 mark as the Lady Eagles 
advanced to the NAIA Sweet Sixteen. In year two, 
Life’s Lady Eagles put together a remarkable 31-3 
record, including a 19-game winning streak, and 
advanced to the Elite Eight of the national tourna-
ment. Life ended the season as the No. 1 team in 

                      WHAT OTHERS SAY:

“We are thrilled to welcome Sharon Baldwin-Tener to 
the Georgia State family as our women’s basketball 
coach. She is a proven winner as a head coach and a 
well-respected national recruiter.  Her personal tena-
cious effort and winning attitude permeates into her 
team and the results reflect that desire. Sharon’s prep-
aration finds opponents weaknesses and her teams do 
everything to capitalize on those opportunities. Every-
where she has been, she has turned teams into consis-
tent winners and it hasn’t been by accident. We know 
she is the right coach for Georgia State and we are 
excited about what she brings to our program.”

Cheryl L. Levick, Georgia State Athletics Director 

“Sharon is a proven winner. She won as a player, 
she was a great asset on our staff and was influen-
tial in some of our finest moments. Sharon took over 
a non-existent Life University program and took it to 
national prominence in a year and she has done in-
credible rebuilding jobs at both Mercer and East Car-
olina. Georgia State has hired a very capable coach in 
Sharon Baldwin-Tener.”

Andy Landers, UGA Hall of Fame coach

“Georgia State got a rising superstar among wom-
en’s basketball coaches. Sharon is absolutely a great 
coach. She is just special. And, as good of a coach 
that she is, she is even better as a person. She is a dis-
ciplinarian, but her players love her. She was one of 
the best hires I ever made in more than 20 years as an 
Athletics Director. My only problem with her was that 
she could stay just one year at Mercer.”

Bobby Pope, her former A.D. at Mercer

“I am so happy for Sharon.  She is such a great coach 
and person.  Sharon had a huge influence on Kelly and 
I choosing to attend UGA.  She has great knowledge 
of the game and has the ability to bring out the best in 
her players. Georgia State is very lucky to have her.”

Coco Miller, Atlanta Dream WNBA player

Coach Baldwin-Tener with her husband, Matt, son Luke 
and daughter Samantha.

the final NAIA national poll. Baldwin-Tener added 
more hardware to her resume that season as she was 
named the WBCA NAIA National Coach-of-the-
Year for the first time and earned her second-straight 
Naismith Georgia NAIA Division III Coach-of-the-
Year honor.

Baldwin-Tener enjoyed a successful playing career 
at both the high school and collegiate levels. At 
Wills High School (merged with Campbell High) 
in Smyrna, Ga., she averaged 21 points per contest 
as a senior and was named the 1985 Georgia Class 
4A State Player-of-the-Year. The top male player 
at Wills when she was there was Brian Oliver, who 
went on to Georgia Tech on their 1990 Final Four 
team. In Smyrna, Baldwin was in classes at Griffin 

Middle School with actress Julia Roberts. Out of 
high school, Baldwin-Tener signed with Kennesaw 
State University and played there for two seasons 
before transferring to Georgia. At Kennesaw, she was 
an all-district and all-conference selection, averaging 
18 points per game as a freshman before upping that 
mark to 20 as a sophomore. 

Baldwin-Tener earned a bachelor’s degree in educa-
tion from Georgia in 1991 and completed her mas-
ter’s of education in 1997, also at Georgia. 

She and her husband, Matt, have two children: Luke 
(6) and Samantha (4).

HEAD COACH BALDWIN-TENERHEAD COACH BALDWIN-TENER
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in 2005-06 was their highest since a third-place showing 
almost a decade earlier in 1996-97. 

One of her players, Kiki Conyers, moved into the top 10 
in ASU history with 1,211 points and was All- Southern 
Conference, after coming in as the conference freshman 
of the year in 2002 in Shuler’s opening campaign.

In seven years (1995-2002) at Furman, the Paladins were 
114-85 (.573) and 73-43 (.629) in the SoCon as she spent 
her final two seasons there as the associate head coach 
for Sherry Carter. The Paladins won the Southern Con-
ference regular season and tournament in 1997 to earn 
the NCAA bid. Furman repeated an NCAA bid in 2001. 

In the summer of 1998, Shuler briefly left the Furman 
staff to play point guard for the Washington Mystics of 
the WNBA. 

In those 25 games, she scored 89 points with a top game 
of 14. That 14-point game included a game-winning bas-
ket with 3.8 seconds to beat the Los Angeles Sparks. 

Her coaching career began as a graduate assistant at 
Marshall University in 1992. The next year she got her 
first assistant job at Oklaoosa-Walton Community Col-
lege in Niceville, Fla. Her third year and third stop was at 
Georgia College and State University in Milledgeville. 

A Dean’s List student-athlete at Georgia, Shuler was an 
SEC Player-of-the-Week and the only Bulldog to earn 
the honor during the 1989-90 season for Coach Andy 

Landers. She was also part of the 1990 U.S. Olympic 
Select Team that toured Russia and Yugoslavia. 

After graduation from Georgia, her first venture into 
coaching was as a graduate assistant at Marshall in 1992. 

Shuler is a native of Bowman in Orangeburg County, 
S.C. She was a star high school player at Bowman High.

 

Adrienne Shuler joined the GSU staff 
in 2010 after spending the previous 
two seasons with Baldwin-Tener at 
East Carolina. 

Shuler served as head coach for six 
seasons at Appalachian State (2002-
08). 

Her 17 seasons of college 
coaching included seven years 
at Furman (1995-2002), one at 
Georgia College and State Uni-
versity and one at Oklaoosa-
Walton C.C. She was the asso-
ciate head coach at Furman for 
two years prior to being named 
the head coach at ASU and 
helped Furman win a South-
ern Conference crown and two 
NCAA bids. 

As a collegiate player, Shuler 
was a point guard and team cap-
tain at the University of Geor-
gia (1987-91), being named to 
the All-SEC team and being on 
the 1991 SEC Championship 
team. 

East Carolina won 40 games in 
the two years that Shuler was 
on Baldwin-Tener’s staff, in-
cluding the 23-win season of 
2009-10 in which ECU earned 
a WNIT postseason bid after 
posting the second-most wins 

in school history. 

As the head coach, Shuler guided Ap-
palachian State to a 15-13 mark in 
2005-06 and 11-7 SoCon record to fin-
ish fourth, the school’s best in almost 
a decade. 

The Mountaineers’ fourth-place finish 

SHULER’S
BASKETBALL PATH

Georgia State, 2010-present
Assistant Coach

East Carolina, 2008-10
Assistant Coach

Appalachian State, 2002-08
Head  Coach

Furman, 2000-02
Associate Head Coach

Furman, 1995-2000
Assistant Coach

Georgia College & State Univ., 1994-95
Assistant Coach

Okaloosa-Walton CC, 1993-94
Assistant Coach

Marshall, 1992-93
Graduate Assistant

Adrienne SHULER
2nd Year at GSU

20th Year in Women’s Basketball

Coach Baldwin-Tener Says:

“Coach Shuler’s experience as a head coach and 
two decades of collegiate coaching experience is so 
valuable to our team...As a former All-SEC student-
athlete and former WNBA player, she knows how 
to prepare for competition and to work to earn a 
college degree.”

COACH SHULER
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She was on the academic honor roll four times and 
was vice-president of the Student-Athlete Advisory 
Board (SAAB). 

Wyatt received her bachelor’s degree in exercise sci-
ence with minors in biology and psychology from 
ASU in May 2006. She then earned her master’s de-
gree from Georgia in 2008.

As a freshman in metro Atlanta at Kennesaw State, 
Wyatt started 19 of 27 games and averaged 7.7 
points and 5.8 rebounds for the Owls. 

A native of Lawrenceville, Ga., Wyatt played at 
Berkmar High School. She was also a hurdler on the 
track team for the Patriots in Lilburn. 

Wyatt spent four summers as an assistant director 
with Peach State Basketball, Inc., coordinating in-
structional camps and high school showcases. 

Born Sept. 23, 1982, she is the daughter of Deborah 
and Kenneth, who is a pastor. 

She has two older brothers, Jevon and Quincy Crum-
bley, and two younger siblings, sister Kenya Wyatt 
and brother William Wyatt. 

 

Jocelyn Wyatt, understands the 
winning formula and hard work 
habits that it takes to win after 
serving two years on Baldwin-
Tener’s staff at East Carolina be-
fore coming to GSU in the spring 
of 2010.

She learned valuable lessons when 
she served two years prior to that 
as a graduate assistant at the Uni-
versity of Georgia (2006-08) un-
der Andy Landers. 

The Lady Bulldogs were 50-17 
and earned at-large bids to the 
NCAA Tournament both years. 
She was heavily involved in the 
UGA summer basketball camps. 

East Carolina won 40 games 
those two years, with the 23 wins 
last year being the second most 
in school history as the team 
earned a WNIT postseason bid. 

As a student-athlete under cur-
rent GSU assistant coach Adri-
enne Shuler, Wyatt was a three-
year letterwinner at guard at 
Appalachian State after spend-
ing her freshman-year playing 

season at Kennesaw State, then a 
Divsion II school in the Peach Belt 
Conference. 

Wyatt played 83 games for the 
Mountaineers, starting 21 of 28 
games as a senior. Wyatt averaged 
9.3 points per game as a senior, 
topped by a 19-point outing vs. 
Chattanooga. 

Also known for her defensive 
skills, she led the team in blocked 
shots with 28. 

WYATT’S
BASKETBALL PATH

Georgia State, 2010-present
Assistant Coach

East Carolina, 2008-10
Assistant Coach

University of Georgia, 2006-08
Graduate Assistant

Appalachian State, 2003-06
Player

Kennesaw State, 2001-02
Player

Berkmar High, 1998-2001
Player

Jocelyn WYATT
2nd Year at GSU

7th Year in Women’s Basketball

COACH WYATT

Coach Baldwin-Tener Says:

“Coach Wyatt brings so much energy and 
enthusiasm to keep everyone going full 
speed in the right direction...A relentless 
and aggressive recruiter, she knows how to 
find and land talented future Panthers...A 
former student-athlete and leader, she 
helps the current team adjust to college and 
achieving success in the classroom and on 
the court.”
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Jonathon Barbaree enters his third 
season with the Georgia State pro-
gram and his second year under head 
coach Baldwin-Tener. 

‘J.B.’ has 15 years experience on 
women’s college basketball staffs. 

In 2009-10 with 15-15 GSU, the Pan-
thers led the CAA in defense 
(55.3 points) to rank No. 20 
in the NCAA. The Panthers 
also led the CAA in steals and 
ranked No. 22 in the NCAA in 
that category.

On the court in 2010-11, Chan 
Harris was All-CAA third team 
and Kendra Long was an All-
CAA rookie team pick, while 
in 2009-10, Danyiell McKeller 
was All-CAA second team 
honoreee. The team earned the 
school’s CHAMPS/Life Skills 
award for most community 
work. 

Barbaree spent four years as 
an assistant coach at Furman 
University from the 2004-08 
seasons under head coach Sam 
Dixon. The Furman program 
was singled out as one of the 
NCAA’s top 10 percent in the 
Academic Progress Report 
(APR) that reflects a school’s 

four-year success ratio. 

Barbaree had spent the previous nine 
years on the staff with Georgia Col-
lege and State University women’s 
basketball program under head coach 
John Carrick. Coach Barbaree was 
a full-time assistant coach for four 
years after serving two as a graduate 

assistant and three as a student assistant at GCSU prior to 
Furman. 

While at Furman, Melissa Liebschwager won the 21st an-
nual ESPN 3-Point championship held in Detroit during 
the Final Four.  Junior Lee Stephens was All-Southern 
Conference first team, averaging 15.6 points and making 
90 assists. 

The Bobcats of GCSU advanced to the NCAA Division 
II Tournament as Peach Belt Tournament champions in 
two of his final three years. The Lady Bobcats of GCSU 
reached the Sweet Sixteen in 2004. 

The 2002 team that won the Peach Belt Tournament did 
so by becoming the lowest seed in conference history to 
sweep through the four games and earn the championship 
and the NCAA bid. 

With his recruiting experience in the southeast and his on 
court knowledge, Barbaree made the transition to Georgia 
State smoothly and with immediate impact. His basket-
ball experience also includes working the 2008-09 year 
with Peach State Basketball, where he assisted with their 
Scouting Service as well as their individual workout pro-
grams for high school girls’ basketball. 

He is a member of the Women’s Basketball Coaches As-
sociation.

Barbaree is an Atlanta native and graduate of Rockdale 
County High School in Conyers, Ga.  He received his 
undergraduate degree in business management in 1998 
and his master’s degree at GCSU. At Rockdale, Barba-
ree earned varsity letters in both basketball and baseball 
with the Bulldogs.

BARBAREE’S
BASKETBALL PATH

Georgia State, 2009-present
Assistant Coach

Furman, 2004-08,
Assistant Coach

GCSU, 2000-03,
Assistant Coach

Graduate Assistant, 1998 & 1999
Student Assistant, 1995-97

Peach State Basketball
Scouting Service, 2008-09

Reached Sweet 16 in
NCAA Division II Tournament

Earned two NCAA bids

College degree in Business
Management

Local prep athlete at
Rockdale County HS

Jonathon BARBAREE
3rd Year at GSU

16th Year in Women’s Basketball

Coach Baldwin-Tener Says:

“Coach Barbaree is a detail-driven person 
who studies and evaluates everything we 
do...His engaging and positive personality 
help him build great relationships with the 
student-athletes and staff, as well as work-
ing with the entire campus population...He 
has excellent basketball knowledge from his 
years of experience at various levels.”

COACH BARBAREE
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Megan Darrah was named Director of Bas-
ketball Operations in July 2010 and begins 
her second season at GSU.

Darrah was a four-year basketball letterwin-
ner at the University of Georgia (2004-08) 
and played a season of professional basket-
ball in Aviles, Spain.

She earned her master’s degree at the Uni-
versity of Alabama in sports management 
and spent a year working as a marketing as-
sistant at UA.

Darrah had her jersey retired at East Coweta 
High after she scored 1,637 career points and 
was the 2004 Fayette County Player of the 
Year when she averaged 25 points a game.

At UGA, Darrah was a three-year starter and 
team captain in 2007-08 for a top 20-ranked 
Bulldogs team. She was voted to the SEC 
All-Freshman team and was on the SEC 
Academic Honor Roll two years as a man-
agement major. Her basketball experience 
includes two summers with Collegiate Prep 
Basketball Academy, organizing weekly bas-
ketball summer camps for youth.

The native of Moreland, Ga. was born on 
Dec. 6, 1985 to Tommy and Becky Darrah. 
Her brother, Thomas, played three years at 
Alabama and transferred to Jacksonville 
State for his final season in 2011. She has a 
sister Mackenzie, currently playing basket-
ball at Buford High School.

Lesley Dickinson brought great value to the 
staff in 2010 as the Graduate student as she 
knows the CAA from having been a three-
time All-CAA honoree with James Madison 
(2005, 2006, 2007) and was an assistant 
coach with the University of Dayton for 
three years. Dayton was 25-8 in 2009-10. 

A 5-10 guard as a player, Dickinson poured 
in 1,616 points for the Dukes of JMU. Her 
stellar playing career saw her break in as 
the CAA Rookie of the Year in 2003-04 and 
leave as the 2006-07 CAA Women’s Basket-
ball Scholar-Athlete of the Year. JMU had 
three postseason tournament appearances 
during her career.

Raised n Queen’s Village, N.Y., she played 
at prep power Christ the King High School, 
which was ranked seventh in the final USA 
Today poll.

At JMU, she was the second-fastest player 
to produce 1,000 points and was excellent in 
getting to the free throw line and making her 
shots as her 457 made were 60 more than the 
next closest player. After graduation, Dick-
inson received a Women’s Enhancement 
Postgraduate Scholarship from the NCAA.

She is the daughter of Lester and Marsha 
Dickinson. Her older brother, Greg, played 
basketball at Queens College. 

MARVIN LEWIS

Assoc. A.D. - Finance & Adminministration

Sport Administrator

Marvin Lewis takes over as the adminis-
trator for women’s basketball in his role 
on the senior staff of GSU.

Lewis is a Certified Public Accountant 
who worked at the firm Frazier & Deeter, 
LLC, before joining the Georgia State ath-
letics staff in 2008.

He earned his degree in management with 
high honors at Georgia Tech and was a 
three-time Academic All-ACC honoree. 
He finished with a 3.8 GPA and made the 
Dean’s List each quarter during his career.

The 6-foot-4 Lewis was a captain during 

his 130-game career at Georgia Tech. He 
scored 1,396 points (10.7 ppg) and made 
239 three-point baskets. His top scor-
ing game was 33 points against Florida 
State. The Yellow Jackets advanced to the 
NCAA Championship game in 2004

Marvin Anthony Lewis was born on Nov. 
20, 1982 to Lachee and Nathan Lewis 
in Germantown, Md., a suburb of metro 
Washington, D.C. He finished his prep 
career at Montrose Christian in Rockville, 
Md. and was a top 50 player in the nation.

He and his wife, Anessa, reside in Mable-
ton, Ga.

Dena Freeman-Patton

Associate A.D. For

Student-Athlete Development

MEGAN DARRAH

Director of 

Basketball Operations 

LESLEY DICKINSON

GRADUATE MANAGER

Dena Freeman-Patton, in her fifth year as 
Georgia State’s manager for student-athlete 
development, oversees the support of all 
345 Georgia State student-athletes. Each 
team has an academic staff member to mon-
itor their progress.

 Under her direction, the Panthers have 
improved their grade point average to an 
all-time high of better than 3.0 for the last 
two years, which includes the addition of a 
football program. The APR scores for the 
department are also at an all-time high.

 Freeman-Patton returned to Georgia 
State in March 2007 after serving as aca-
demic advisor and then academic coordi-
nator from 1997-2002. In between, she 

worked at Maryland (2005-07) as an as-
sociate director of academic support and 
career development and at North Carolina 
State (2002-05), where was as an academic 
coordinator. She is a graduate of Liberty 
University and earned her master’s degree 
from Georgia State.

She is on the Board of Directors for the 
National Association of Academic Advisors 
for Athletics and former Life Skills Com-
mittee Chair. Georgia State University is a 
nationally-certified academic support pro-
gram by this organization.

The Baltimore, Md., native is married to 
Samuel Patton and has a son, Cameron, 10.
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JESSICA PETERS

Head Athletic Trainer

Jessica Peters is serving in her second year 
with GSU as the head athletic trainer.

She served four years as a member of the 
Jacksonville University Sports Medicine 
Staff, spending her final two years with the 
men’s basketball team.  

Peters accepted an internship at JU in 2006, 
serving as the athletic trainer for the wom-
en’s soccer, crew and tennis teams. While 
working for her Masters of Human Perfor-
mance at California University of Pennsyl-
vania, she completed her credentialing from 
the National Academy of Sports Medicine 
as a Performance Enhancement Specialist.  
In her first season at the River City univer-
sity, the Dolphin women’s soccer team ad-
vanced to the NCAA College Cup.

In 2005, she graduated with honors from 

the Texas A&M University-Commerce with 
a B.S. in Athletic Training and Health. After 
completing her master’s degree in the sum-
mer of 2007, Peters joined the Texas A&M 
Commerce sports medicine team as a full-
time Assistant Athletic Trainer for the vol-
leyball and softball programs. She served as 
the research administrator for the concus-
sion-testing project in coordination with Dr. 
Thomas Terrell.

A native of Dallas, Texas, Peters is a Li-
censed Athletic Trainer by the State of 
Georgia Department of Health, a Certified 
Athletic Trainer by the National Athletic 
Trainers’ Association Board of Certifica-
tion, and a Certified Performance Enhance-
ment Specialist by the National Academy of 
Sports Medicine. She is also a member of 
NATA and Southeast Athletic Trainers’ As-
sociation.

MELISSA SCHMITZ

Asst. Strength & Conditioning Coach

Alma Mater: Northern Iowa

Melissa Schmitz  embarks on her  third year 
at GSU on the speed, strength and condi-
tioning staff, primarily with female athletes 
and overseeing graduate assistants.

She served on the staff at the University of 
Northern Iowa, in the Missouri Valley Con-
ference, before coming to Georgia State. At 
UNI, Schmitz worked with the women’s 
basketball and soccer teams.

She worked as a personal trainer at a Fit-
ness Academy in Waterloo, Ia., and at XL 
Sports to train athletes.

Schmitz was a student-athlete at Northern 
Iowa, playing on a three-time MVC cham-
pion volleyball team that advanced to three 
NCAA Tournaments. She earned her B.A. 
in 2007 and her master’s in exercise science 
in 2009 from UNI. 

She is a certified Strength and Conditioning 
Specialist (CSCS), a National Strength and 
Conditioning Association (NSCA) mem-
ber, has a USA Club Coach Certification 
and is a USA Weightlifting member.

The Iowa native currently resides in Mari-
etta, Ga. 

Charlie Taylor serves as the women’s 
basketball primary media contact in his 
role as Assistant Athletics Director for 
Communications.

Taylor serves in his 12th year at Georgia 
State and works with all 18 teams to provide 
publicity services.  

A former NFL P.R. director, he worked 
with the Washington Redskins and Atlanta 
Falcons.  He currently is employed by the 
NFL as an administrator on game days and 
works as a communicator and instant replay 
representative. Taylor has worked more than 
a dozen Super Bowls and Pro Bowls on the 
staffs in the NFL.

He has been working with the Atlanta sports 
media for 24 years in his roles with the 

Falcons and Panthers. Taylor has worked 
a pair of NCAA men’s Final Fours and a 
pair of NCAA men’s regional basketball 
tournaments on the staffs at the Georgia 
Dome.

Taylor was a Dean’s List student, editor of 
the school newspaper, Sigma Pi fraternity 
president and junior class president at his alma 
mater, Fairmont (W.Va.) State University. He 
worked two years as Sports Information 
Director there in a program that won the 
NAIA national football championship and 
advanced to the title game of the national 
basketball championship.
 
He is a second generation Navy veteran. 
Taylor and his wife of 30 years, Lynn, have 
a grown daughter, Lauren. Charlie and Lynn 
reside in Johns Creek, Ga. 

Stephen Pittard begins his inaugural season 
as the play-by-play voice with WRAS-FM 
Radio (88.5).
 
He got his first taste of broadcasting while in 
college at Valdosta State. Pittard earned his 
bachelor’s degree in Fine Arts/Mass Media 
with a concentration in broadcast journal-
ism.

A former collegiate baseball player, Pittard 
played first at Chattahoochee Valley Com-
munity College in Phenix City, Alabama, 
across the river from Columbus, Ga. That 
school is proud of its baseball alum, Braves 

pitcher Tim Hudson.

After two seasons, Pittard transferred to Val-
dosta State University and played as an in-
fielder for the Blazers.
 
Pittard graduated from Winder-Barrow 
High School (2006) where he competed in 
multiple sports.

He was born on June 6, 1988 and resides in 
Hoschton, Ga.

STEPHEN PITTARD

WRAS RADIO

PLAY-BY-PLAY

CHARLIE TAYLOR

Assistant Athletics Director 

Communications
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Kelcey Roegiers-Jensen is in her third sea-
son on the basketball  staff after her four-
year playing career at GSU.

A GSU 2007 graduate, Roegiers-Jensen 
had been a two-time All-CAA player for 
Coach Henry and went on to play profes-
sionally in Sweden. 

She is currently completing her require-
ments for her master’s degree at Georgia 
State.

As a senior, Roegiers-Jensen was fifth in 
the nation in assists (6.6) and 39th in the 
nation in scoring (18.0) and was chosen 
the school’s overall Female Student-Ath-
lete of the Year at Georgia State.

The high-scoring guard had four 30-plus 
point games as a senior with 33 vs. Hofs-
tra, 32 vs. VCU, 31 vs. Towson and 30 vs. 
UNC Wilmington.
 
Roegiers-Jensen set the school record for 
most three-point baskets made with 154, 

while finishing third all-time in assists 
with 478 and ninth all-time in scoring with 
1,360 points.

The 26-year old is a native of St. Peters-
burg, Fla., and was a four-time all-state 
pick at Boca Ciega High School. 

She is the daughter of Charles Jensen and 
Kathy Roegiers. She has an older sister, 
Lexi, and a younger brother, Zack.

.

KELCEY ROEGIERS-JENSEN

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

STUDENT MANAGERS

Summer Johsnon
Atlanta, Ga.
Freshman

Joann Burnett
Atlanta, Ga.
Freshman

Diandra Thomas
New York, NY
Freshman


